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MACNIIL: 1In z moment we're going to hezr beoih sides of {he covert zic debzte ir the
Congress. TFirst, we hear bolh s=ides in the struggle in Nicaraguz Irom z kev member of
the Sancinists leadership &nc &z leader of the conires, ©r rebels. Last week, oo
zssignment for us, Cnarles Rrause talkec :in Maneguz vwilh Eumbe-io Ortege, Nicaraguan
cefencse minicster anc commender in chief, about the milliary situstion. FHFUMBERTO
ORTZG~ (Voice c¢f Interpreler): Wnat we see in the coming weeks is z worsening of
mili:itary facters and the real possibilily of war with Honcurezs, le the exteni{ that
Boncuras is becoming more fully anc directly involved in the aggression against
Nicarague. IT't no longer ithe counier-revcluiionzries receiving neip from Honduras
butl rzther the ccunler—revolulionaries as part of U.S. strategy to use Honduras to
cisiracti our forces ancd creale concditions zllowing Honduras ic make overwhelming
etiacks againsti our revolution, againsi our &rmv.

T: Then vou'Te expecting war with Bonduras? ~ ORTEGA: Agzinst Nicaragua.
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C 4nc the United States? ORTEGA: O0f course anc witk tbe support of the DUnitecd
Stztes. There zre American soldiers in Honduras with full logistical anc adviser
suppori, assurance ol all kinds of materizl Zor agression. Now, whelher the United .
Staies is go:ing lc gel direcily ipnvolved in our war, that I can't precici. I'm not =
fortune-i{elling wizard who can sav exactly what will happen. But I can affirm that
wiln The vankees anc Iroops that zre in Bonduras, :f therce its z conflicl between
Boncduras and Nicaragus, arising from the activities of the Somozistis
counter—revolulionaries, then the possibilityv of the U.S. gelting involved in that
conflict s much greater. The real scenaric I see fcr the coming weeks is serious.
It's deteriorzling beczuse efficrts loward peace, efforts =i understzncing zre not
precec:ng & vace wiih Uhe sabolage, The builc—up of the honduran IZorces anc the )
counier—reveoiuicnaries in honcduras anc in Coste Rica.

FRAUSZ: Wnat's more likelv, negolialtions ¢r war? ORTEGA: If the Unitec States has =
muzber of peinls 1o make that they believe Nicaragus it suprlving a-ms te LI Szlvader,
that Nicarzguz nas Cuban acdvisers or from elsewhere, etic., :if there are z number of
things Ibhal they don't like aboul Nicazraguz, there are zlsc aspectis ¢ U.S. poiicey
inat wé-éoaft iike. Anc we think that there can and should be znzlysis, lalks,
€iscussiones dbut in & framework of mutuzl respect, decent Iramework, & civilzied
framewcrk, & frzmework withoul confitions, withoul sbusing the sirengih of one over
ne- cther, without threazts, withoul holding & gun to our head.

MACNETL: Llazter, back in Washington, Charle Krause © h Adolfo Celerc,
in c!
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commander chiel of one of the largest conirz groups, the FDN, cr Democratic Forces

¢ Nicaragus. HhRrause aske€ for his reacing of the situstion in Centrzl America.

CLLZRC: Well, I woulic sazy the s:tualion it real hot ané, ah, it will continue to hezt

vp. 4nc, an, we will nol cease in our eficrts to establ:ish democracy in Nicaraguz, bV

whaiever means -1 takes. Al the beginning, right zfter the Somczez overthrow, we,

pcliticael parties, privale enlerprise, praclically all Nicaraguans gave the -

Sencinistas the opportuniiy to establish 2 Democratic government. In January of this

vear we tolc the Sandinistas that we were ready, ah, to put down our arms if they

worl€ fulfill the commitments that they mace to the Organization of American States

for democracy, plurzlism, elections, respecl of human rights. 4And since none of those

comziiments hzve beern fulfillec, ah, we have been obligec Lo lake up arms against this |
STATE f troubles thal Nicarsguans are going through. :
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HACNEIL: In z moment we're going to bear both sides of the coverr =1 ebale 1D (3
Congress. First, we hear both sides in the struggle in Nicaragus frop = key member of
the Sanc€inistz leadership anc a leader of the contras, or rebels. Last wveek, on
assignment for us, Charles Krause talkec in Managuz with Bumberto Ortega, Nicaraguan
Gefense minister anc commander in chief, about the miltiary situation. BUMBERTO

ORTEGA (Voice of Interpreter): Whal we see in the coming weeks iz = worsening o
m:litary factors ant¢ the real possibility of war with Bonduras, to the exlent that
Bonduras is becoming more fully and directly involved in the aggression against
Nicaragua. It's no longer the counter—revelutionaries receiving help from Honduras
bul ~ather the counter—revolutionaries as par:t of U.S, strategy to use Bonduras 1o

distract our forces and create conditions allowzng Bonduras to make overwhelming
aliacks againsl our revolution, against our army.

RRAUSE: Then vou're expecting war with Honduras? -ORTEGA: Against Nicaragua.

RRAUSE: 4And the United States? ORTEGA: OFf course and with the support of the United
States. There are American soldiers in Honduras with full logistical and acviser
supporti, assurance of all kinds of material for agression. Now, whether the Dnited
States iz going to gel directly involved in our war, that ] cas't predict. I'm not
fortune-telling wizard who can say exactly what will happen. but I can affirm tha:
with the vankees anc troops thatl are in Honduras, if there is z conflict beiween
Boncuras and Nicaragus, arising from ibe activilies of the Somozisia
countier-revelutlionaries, then the possibility of the U.S. gefting involved in that
conflict is much greater. The real sScenario I see for the coming weeks is serious.
It's deterioraling because efforls toward peace, efforts at understanding are not
prececing & pace with the sabotage, the builé—up cf the Honduran forces and the
counier-revoluionaries in Honduras anc i1p» Costa Kica.
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RRAUSZ: Wn

at's more likely, negotiations or war? ORTEGA: If the Unitec States has =z

number of points to make thal thev believe Nicaragus is supplying arms to El Salvador,
that Nicaraguz bas Cuban advisers or from elsewhere, etc., if there are & number of
things that thev don'l like aboul Nicaragus, there are a2lso aspects of U.S. policy
that we don'l like. And we think that there can anc shoulc be analysis, talks;
¢iscussions but in & framework of mutual respect, decenl framework, &z civilzied
framevork, & framework without conditions, without abusing the sirengih of one over
the otner, withou! threals, without holding & gun to our head.
MACNEIL: Later, back in Washington, Charle RKrause talkecd with Adolfo Calero,
commander i chief of one of the largest contra groups, the FDN, or Democralic Forces
0f Nicaragua. Rrause askec for his reading of the situation in Central America.

" CALZRC: WwWell, 1 would say the situation is real hot and, ah, it will continue to heat

up. Anc, ah, we will not cease in our efforts to establish demecracy :in Nicaragua, by
whzlever means :! takes. Al the beginming, right zfter the Somoze overthrow, we,
politicel parties, private enterprise, practically all Nicaraguans gave the
Sanciristas the opportunity to establish z Democratic governwmenl. In January of this
vear we tol¢ the Sancinistas thast we were ready, ah, to put down our arms if they
woulc fulfill the commitments that they made to the Organization of American States
for democracy, pluralism, elections, respect of human rights. And since none of those
commitments have been fulfilled, ah, we have been obligec¢ to take up arms against this
sez ¢f troubles that Nicaraguans are going through.
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